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SUB J : VISIT OF LIBYAN DELEGATION 

1. GOG ANNOUNCED OFFICIALLY DECEMBER 17 THAT SEVEN-MAN 
LIBYAN DELEGATION HEADED BY COMMUNICATIONS MINISTER 
BIN AMIR HAD BEEN RECEIVED BY PRESIDENT BONGO 
DECEMBER 15 AND HAD CARRIED MESSAGE TO HIM FROM COL 
QADHAFFI. VISIT DESCRIBED AS "MANIFESTATION OF 
FRATERNAL COOPERATION"' INITIATED BY BONGO VISIT TO 
LIBYA FOLLOWING ALGIERS NON-ALIGNED CONFERENCE. 

2. GOG ANNOUNCED SIMULTANEOUSLY THAT OVER WEEKEND 
PRESIDENT BONGO HAD RECEIVED DELEGATION OF 105 MOSLEM 
RESIDENTS OF GABON WHO WISHED MAKE MECCA PILGRIMAGE AND 
THAT IMAM OF LIBREVILLE HAD THANKED BONGO FOR ASSISTANCE 
TO PILGRIMS. BONGO ALSO QUOTED AS EXPRESSING DESIRE 

THAT LIBREVILLE BE PROVIDED WITH MORE MODERN MOSQUE 
(SHADES OF THE CULTURAL CENTER*) AND THAT GABONESE 
CATHOLICS MAKE PILGRIMAGE TO ROME. 

3. FRENCH EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS LIBYANS OFFERED FINANCIAL 
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SAUDIS AND UAE) FOR LIBREVILLE MOSQUE/ISLAMIC CENTER, 
PLUS URGED GABONESE TO ALIGN THEIR PETROLEUM POLICY 
MORE CLOSELY WITH THAT OF ARABS. FRENCH FEEL BONGO 
WILL ACCEPT LIBYAN AID OFFERS AS LONG AS NOT TOO MANY 
STRINGS ATTACHED. FRENCH DO NOT SEE BONGO RADICALIZING 
GA*ONESE OIL POLICY. THEY NOTE HIS COMMENTS IN PUBLIC 
AND IN PRIVATE TO FRENCH AMBASSADOR AT CORNERSTONE 
LAYING CEREMONY OF NEW PORT-GENTIL REFINERY LAST WEEK 
RE: EFFICACY OF CLOSE COOPERATION BETWEEN OIL COMPANIES 
AND GABONESE GOVERNMENT. 

4. COMMENT: BONGO CONTINUES TO PLAY HIS ARABIC AND 
ISLAMIC CA*DS BUT WITH DISCRETION EVIDENTLY MINDFUL OF 
GABON'S LARGE CHRISTIAN POPULATION AND ITS HEAVY 
DEPENDENCE ON FOREIGN INVESTMENTS AND EXPERTISE. 
MCKESSON 
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